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11
VICENTE JARA, anindividual,onbehalfof CaseNumber:24CV00821

12 himself,theStateof California,asa private
13 attorneygeneral,andonbehalfof all others proposed ORDER GRANTING

PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS
14 similarlysituated,

ACTION SETTLEMENT
15 Plaintiff,

[DeclarationsofArthurMgdesyan,VicenteJara,
16 andNoticeofMotionandMotionfor

V. PreliminaryApprovalfiled concurrently
17 herewith]

H & M LOGGING, a CaliforniaCorporation;
18 andDOES 1TO 50, Date: March13,2026

Time: 9:30a.m.19
Defendants. Dept.: TM E IN UKIAH

20 Judge: Hon.ClaytonBrennan
JeanineB. Nadel

21 ComplaintFiled: July10,2024
FAC Filed: September13,2024

22 TrialDate: NoneSet
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[PROPOSED]ORDERGRANTINGPRELIMINARYAPPROVALOFCLASSACTIONSETTLEMENT



1 Plaintiff'sunopposedMotionfor PreliminaryApprovalof a ClassAction Settlementcame

2 beforethisCourton March13,2026in DepartmentTM, theHonorableClaytonBrennanpresiding.

3 The Court having consideredthe paperssubmittedin supportof the applicationof the parties,

4 HEREBY ORDERS THE FOLLOWING:

5 1. TheCourtgrantspreliminaryapprovaloftheSettlementandtheSettlementClassbased

6 uponthetermssetforthin theSettlementAgreementand Releaseof ClassAction(the"Settlement

7 Agreement")attachedhereinas Exhibit A. All termsusedhereinshallhavethe samemeaningas

8 definedin theSettlementAgreement.Thesettlementsetforthin theSettlementAgreementappearsto

9 be fair,adequateandreasonableto theClass,andtheCourtpreliminarilyapprovesthetermsof the

10 SettlementAgreement,including,withoutlimitation:

11 a. A non-reversionaryGrossSettlementAmountof $92,260.00;

12 b. The Class Representativeenhancementpaymentto the namedPlaintiff of

13 $7,500.00;

c.14 Court approvedattorneys' fees to Class Counsel of up to $30,753.33,

15 representingone-thirdof theGrossSettlementAmount;

d. Court-approvedlitigationcoststo ClassCounselof upto $15,000.00;
16

e. FeesandCostsof theSettlementAdministratorof upto $10,000.00;and
17

f. A PAGA allocationof $20,000.00,with $13,000.00(i.e.,65%) payableto the
18

CaliforniaLabor & WorkforceDevelopmentAgency for its portionof the
19

PAGA penalties.
20

2. This Court has consideredthe papersin supportof the Motion and the Settlement
21

Agreementandfindsthat,pursuantto C.R.C. Rule 3.769(d),theproposedClassshouldbe certified
22

for settlementpurposesonly. Specifically,the Court finds for settlementpurposesonly that the
23

proposedClass: (a) is ascertainable;(b) is sufficientlynumerous;(c) meetsthe commonality
24 requirements;(d)theclaimsoftheClassRepresentativearetypicaloftheclaimsoftheproposedClass
25 Members;(e) ClassRepresentative'scounselhasand is ableto adequatelyrepresentthe proposed
26 Class;(f) theClassRepresentativeis adequateto representtheClass;and(g) class-widetreatmentof
27 thisdisputeis superiorto individuallitigationbecausecommonissuespredominateoverindividual

28 issuesforsettlementpurposes.
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1 3. The Settlementfalls within the range of reasonablenessand appearsto be

2 presumptivelyvalid,subjectonlytoanyobjectionsthatmayberaisedatthefinalfairnesshearingand

3 finalapprovalby thisCourt.

4 4. A finalfairnesshearingonthequestionof whethertheproposedSettlement,attorneys'

5 feesandcoststo ClassCounsel,andtheClassRepresentative'senhancementawardshouldbefinally

6 approvedasfair,reasonableandadequateastothemembersof theClassisscheduledonthedateand

7 timesetforthin theimplementationschedulein Paragraph14below.

5. This Court approves,as to form and content,the Notice of ProposedClassAction8
Settlement("ClassNotice"),attachedtotheSettlementAgreementasExhibit 1.TheCourtapproves9
theprocedureforClassMembersto participatein, to optoutof andto objectto theSettlementasset

10
forthin the SettlementAgreement.The Court approves,as to form and content,the ShareForm,

11
attachedhereinasExhibit 2.

12
6. The Court directsthe mailingof the ClassNotice by first classmail to the Class

13
Membersin accordancewiththe



1 10. All SettlementClassmemberswho do not timelyopt out will releasethoseclaims

2 arisingoutoforrelatedtotheallegationssetforthintheComplaintand/orPAGA noticetotheLWDA,

3 whicharoseduringtheClassPeriod,includingclaimsfor: (1) failureto pay minimumwage(Labor

4 Code§§1194,1194.2,1197);(2) failureto pay overtimewages(LaborCode§§510);(3) failureto

5 providerestperiodsandpaymissedrestperiodpremiums(LaborCode§226.7;(4) failuretoprovide

6 mealperiodsandpay missedmealperiodpremiums(LaborCode §§226.7and 512)(5) failureto

7 maintainaccurateemploymentrecords(LaborCode§ 1174);(6) failureto pay wagestimelyduring

8 employment(LaborCode§§204and210)(7)failuretopayall wagesearnedandunpaidatseparation

9 (LaborCode§§201-203);(8) failureto reimburseexpensesin (LaborCode§§2802and2804)(9)

10 failureto providecompleteandaccuratewagestatements(LaborCode § 226);(10)unfairbusiness

11 practicesbasedontheforegoing(Business& ProfessionsCode§ 17200etseq.);and(11)PAGA civil

12 penaltiesbasedon theforegoingand(12)all claimsfor liquidateddamages,penalties,interest,fees,

13 costsbasedontheforegoing.

14 11. The Court confirmsPlaintiff VicenteJara as Class Representative,and Jonathan

15 MelmedandLauraM. Supanichof MelmedLaw GroupP.C.asClassCounsel.

16 12. TheCourtappointsAPEX ClassActionLLC astheSettlementAdministrator.

17 13. To facilitateadministrationof theSettlementpendingfinalapproval,theCourthereby

18 enjoinsPlaintiffandall ClassMembersfromfilingorprosecutinganyclaims,suitsor administrative

19 proceedings(includingfiling claimswith the Division of Labor StandardsEnforcementof the

20 CaliforniaDepartmentof IndustrialRelations)regardingclaimsreleasedby theSettlement,unlessand

untilsuchClassMembershavefiledvalidRequestsforExclusionwith theSettlementAdministrator21
andthetimefor filingclaimswiththeSettlementAdministratorhaselapsed.

22
14. TheCourtordersthefollowingImplementationScheduleforfurtherproceedings:

23
a. DeadlineforDefendantto SubmitClass [within 14 days after the Preliminary

24 MemberInformationto Settlement ApprovalDate]
Administrator

25
b. DeadlineforSettlementAdministratorto [within28daysafterpreliminaryapproval]

26 Mail Noticeto ClassMembers

27 c. DeadlineforClassMembersto Postmark [45daysaftermailingof theClassNotice]
28 RequestsforExclusion
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d. DeadlineforClassMemberstosubmit [45daysaftermailingof theClassNotice]
1

anyObjectionsto Settlement
2

e. DeadlineforSettlementAdministratorto [21 days prior to Final Approval and
3 provideClassCounselandDefense FairnessHearing]

Counselwith Declarationof Due
4 DiligenceandProofof Mailing

5 f. DeadlineforClassCounselto file Motion [16 Courtdaysprior to Final Approvaland
forFinalApprovalof Settlement, FairnessHearing]

6 includingRequestforAttorneys'Fees,
Costs,andEnhancementAward7

8 g. Final Approval and FairnessHearing

9 (theCourt'sfirstavailabledateafterJanuary 7/17/2026 at 9:30 a.m./p.m
25,2026)

10

11

12
15. If anyof thedatesin thisImplementationSchedulefallson a weekend,bankor court

13
holiday,thetimeto actshallbeextendedto thenextbusinessday.

14
16. The Court shall retainjurisdictionover the Action for all purposespursuantto

15
CaliforniaRule of Court3.769and iformiemRule of Civil Proceduresection664.6to enforcethe

16
termsof theSettlement.

17
IT IS so ORDERED.

18

19 3/13/2026Dated:

Dayine Bedel

B. Nadel20
Judgeof theSuperiorCourt,Countyof Mendocino

21

22

23

24

25


