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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FOR THE COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA

DARCEL STONER, Individually and on
Behalf of All Others Similarly Situated, and
as an Aggrieved Employee,

Plaintiff,

VS.

WSSH CSS, LLC, a California limited
liability company F/K/A CONTRACT
SWEEPING SERVICES, LLC, F/K/A
CONTRACT SWEEPING SERVICES,
INC., and SCA OF CA, LLC, a Delaware
limited liability company,

Defendants.

Case No. 23CV410973
COMPLEX CASE (CLASS ACTION)

ASSIGNED FOR ALL PURPOSES TO:
Judge: Hon. Theodore C. Zayner
Dept: 19

[PROPOSED]| ORDER GRANTING
PLAINTIFF’S MOTION FOR
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS
ACTION SETTLEMENT

Hearing Date: May 13, 2026
Time: 1:30 p.m.
Dept.: 19

Complaint Filed: February 8, 2023
SAC Filed: September 4, 2025
Trial Date: None Set

1

[PROPOSEDT ORDER GRANTING PLAINTIFF’S MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS
ACTION SETTLEMENT

23CV410973




I

~N N W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

This matter came before the Court on Plaintiff Darcel Stoner’s (‘“Plaintiff”) Motion for
Preliminary Approval of Class Action Settlement (“Motion”), set to be heard on May 13, 2026 at
1:30 p.m. before Honorable Theodore C. Zayner in Department 19 of the Santa Clara Superior Court,
located at the Old Courthouse, 161 North First Street, San Jose, CA 95113. On May 12, 2026, the
Court issued a tentative ruling. There was no contest to the Court’s tentative ruling.

The Court, having considered the Motion papers and pleadings on file, and for good cause
appearing, hereby rules as follows:

1. Plaintiff’s Motion for Preliminary Approval of Class Action Settlement is GRANTED.

2. The Court grants preliminary approval of the Settlement and Settlement Class based upon
the terms set forth in the Settlement Agreement between Plaintiff and Defendant WSSH
CSS, LLC f/k/a Contract Sweeping Services, LLC (“Defendant” or “CSS”), which is
attached as “EXHIBIT 1” to the Declaration of Taylor B. Graham in Support of Plaintiff’s
Motion for Preliminary Approval of Class Action Settlement.

3. The Settlement falls within the range of reasonableness of a settlement which could
ultimately be given final approval by this Court, and appears to be presumptively valid,
subject only to any objections that may be raised at the Final Approval Hearing. The
Court notes that CSS has agreed to payment of a gross settlement amount of
$1,300,000.00 to cover: (a) settlement payments to class members who do not validly
opt-out; (b) a $7,500.00 payment to the State of California, Labor & Workforce
Development Agency for its share of the settlement of claims and penalties under the
Private Attorneys General Act; (¢) settlement payments to allegedly aggrieved employees
in the aggregate amount of $2,500 for their share of the of claims and penalties under the
Private Attorneys General Act; (d) $5,000.00 Class Representative Service Payment to
Plaintiff; (e) Class Counsel’s attorneys’ fees, not to exceed one-third of the Gross
Settlement Amount ($429,000.00), and reimbursement of actual litigation expenses
incurred by Class Counsel, in the amount of $8,261.40; and (f) Settlement Administration

Costs not to exceed $5,090.00.
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4. The Court provisionally certifies for settlement purposes only the following class: (the

“Settlement Class”): “All persons employed by Defendant in California as a non-exempt,
hourly W-2 employee during the Class Period [February 8, 2019 through February 23,
2022] who performed street sweeping work in California pursuant to Defendant’s
contracts with public entities, municipalities, and/or cities.

The Court finds, for settlement purposes only, that the Settlement Class meets the
requirements for certification under California Code of Civil Procedure § 382 in that: (1)
the Settlement Class Members are so numerous that joinder is impractical; (2) there are
questions of law and fact that are common, or of general interest, to all Settlement Class
Members, which predominate over individual issues; (3) Plaintiff’s claims are typical of
the claims of the Settlement Class Members; (4) Plaintiff and Class Counsel will fairly
and adequately protect the interests of the Settlement Class Members; and (5) a class
action is superior to other available methods for the fair and efficient adjudication of the
controversy.

The Court appoints, for settlement purposes only, Plaintiff Darcel Stoner as Class
Representative and approves on a preliminary basis, subject to final approval at the
Fairness Hearing, the Class Representative Service Payments not to exceed $5,000.00,
for initiating the Action and providing services in support of the Action.

The Court appoints, for settlement purposes only, Pelton Graham LLP, as Class Counsel.
The Court further preliminarily approves Class Counsel’s ability to request attorneys’
fees of up to one-third of the Gross Settlement Amount (i.e., $429,000.00), and costs of
up to $8,261.40, subject to proof at the Final Approval stage.

The Court appoints Apex Class Action, LLC as the Settlement Administrator with
reasonable administration costs not to exceed $5,090.00.

The Court approves, as to form and content, the Class Notice, attached as “Exhibit A” to
the Settlement Agreement (the “Class Notice”), subject to the modifications set forth in

the Tentative Ruling. The Court finds on a preliminary basis that the plan for distribution

3

[PROPOSED] ORDER GRANTING PLAINTIFF’S MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS

ACTION SETTLEMENT
23CV410973




I

~N N W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

of the Class Notice to Settlement Class Members satisfies due process, provides the best

notice practicable under the circumstances, and shall constitute due and sufficient notice

to all persons entitled thereto.

10. The parties are ordered to carry out the Settlement according to the terms of the

Settlement Agreement.

11. Any Class Member who does not timely and validly request exclusion from the settlement

may object to the Settlement Agreement. Objections do not have to be in writing but can

instead be made in person.

12. The Court orders the following Implementation Schedule:

Defendant to provide Class Data to the

Settlement Administrator

No later than 20 days after the date of this Order

Granting Preliminary Approval

Settlement Administrator to mail Class Notice

No later than 14 days after receiving the Class

Data from Defendant

Requests for Exclusion/Deadline to

Object/Deadline to Challenge Workweeks

and/or Pay Periods

60 days after the Class Notice is mailed out by
the Settlement Administrator (subject to a 14-

day extension for re-mailed notices)

Deadline for Settlement Administrator to
Provide Class Counsel with Declaration of Due

Diligence

At least 14 days before the deadline for
Plaintiffs’ motion for final approval is due to be

filed

Deadline for Class Counsel to file Motion for

Final Approval and Request for Attorneys’ Fees

and Costs

16 days before Final Approval Hearing

I
I
I
1

[PROPOSED] ORDER GRANTING PLAINTIFF’S MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS
ACTION SETTLEMENT

23CV410973




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Final Approval and Fairness Hearing

December 16, 2026 at 1:30 p.m., or—first
avatlable—date—thereafter; in Dept.
hearing may be continued to another date

without further notice to the Class Members.

11
19. The

IT IS SO ORDERED.

May 21, 2026
DATE:

-

Hon. Theodore'C. Za@r{er
Judge of the Superior Court
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