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Class Participants will be deemed to have acknowledged and agreed that their claims for wages
and/or penalties in the Action are disputed, and that their Individual Settlement Amount constitutes
payment of all sums allegedly due to them. Class Participants will be deemed to have acknowledged
and agreed that California Labor Code section 206.5 is not applicable to the Individual Settlement

Amount. That section provides in pertinent part as follows:

“An employer shall not require the execution of a release of a claim or right on account
of wages due, or to become due, or made as an advance on wages to be earned, unless

payment of those wages has been made.”

11.2. RELEASE OF CLAIMS BY PLAINTIFFS

Plaintiffs, on behalf of themselves and their dependents, heirs and assigns, beneficiaries,
devisees, legatees, executors, administrators, agents, trustees, conservators, guardians, personal
representatives, and successors-in-interest, whether individual, class, representative, legal, equitable,
direct or indirect, or any other type or in any other capacity, shall and does hereby forever release,
discharge and agree to hold harmless the Released Parties from any and all charges, complaints, claims,
liabilities, obligations, promises, agreements, controversies, damages, actions, causes of action, suits,
rights, demands, costs, losses, debts and expenses (including attorney fees and costs), known or
unknown, at law or in equity, which they may now have or may have after the signing of this Settlement
Agreement, arising out of or in any way connected with their employment with Defendant including,
the Released Claims, claims that were asserted or could have been asserted in the Complaint, and any
and all transactions, occurrences, or matters between the Parties occurring prior to the date this
Settlement Agreement is fully executed. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, this release
shall include, but not be limited to, any and all claims under: (a) the Americans with Disabilities Act;
(b) Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; (c) the Civil Rights Act of 1991; (d) 42 U.S.C. § 1981;
(e) the Age Discrimination in Employment Act; (f) the Fair Labor Standards Act; (g) the Equal Pay
Act; (h) the Employee Retirement Income Security Act, as amended; (i) the Consolidated Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation Act; (j) the Rehabilitation Act of 1973; (k) the Family and Medical Leave Act;
(1) the Civil Rights Act of 1966; (m) the California Fair Employment and Housing Act; (n) the

29
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND RELEASE OF CLASS ACTION




Docusign Envelope ID: 88EB9ACS5-C815-4D29-B7BB-4538B275CADB

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

73

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

California Constitution; (o) the California Labor Code; (p) the California Government Code; (q) the
California Civil Code; and (r) any and all other federal, state, and local statutes, ordinances,
regulations, rules, and other laws, and any and all claims based on constitutional, statutory, common
law, or regulatory grounds as well as any other claims based on theories of wrongful or constructive
discharge, breach of contract or implied contract, fraud, misrepresentation, promissory estoppel, or
intentional infliction of emotional distress, negligent infliction of emotional distress, or damages under
any other federal, state, or local statutes, ordinances, regulations, rules, or laws. This release is for any
and all relief, no matter how denominated, including, but not limited to, back pay, front pay, vacation
pay, bonuses, compensatory damages, tortious damages, liquidated damages, punitive damages,
damages for pain and suffering, and attorney fees and costs, and Plaintiffs hereby forever releases,
discharges and agrees to hold harmless Defendant and the Released Parties from any and all claims for
attorney fees and costs arising out of the matters released in this Settlement Agreement.

Plaintiffs specifically acknowledge that they are aware of and familiar with the provisions of

California Civil Code section 1542, which provides as follows:

“A general release does not extend to claims that the creditor or releasing party does not
know or suspect to exist in his or her favor at the time of executing the release and that,
if known by him or her, would have materially affected his or her settlement with the

debtor or released party.”

Plaintiffs, being aware of California Civil Code section 1542, hereby expressly waive and
relinquish all rights and benefits they may have under section 1542 as well as any other statutes or
common law principles of a similar effect. Plaintiffs may hereafter discover facts in addition to or
different from those which they now know or believe to be true with respect to the subject matter of all
the claims referenced herein, but agree that, upon the Effective Date, Plaintiffs shall and hereby do
fully, finally, and forever settle and release any and all claims against the Released Parties, known or
unknown, suspected or unsuspected, contingent or non-contingent, that were asserted or could have
been asserted upon any theory of law or equity without regard to the subsequent discovery of existence
of such different or additional facts.
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11.3. CIRCULAR 230 DISCLAIMER

Each party to this Settlement Agreement (for purposes of this section, the “Acknowledging
Party”; and each party to this Agreement other than the Acknowledging Party, an “Other Party”)
acknowledges and agrees that (1) no provision of this Settlement Agreement, and no written
communication or disclosure between or among the parties or their attorneys and other advisers, is or
was intended to be, nor shall any such communication or disclosure constitute or be construed or be
relied upon as, tax advice within the meaning of United States Treasury Department Circular 230 (31
C.FR. Part 10); (2) the Acknowledging Party (a)has relied exclusively upon her or its own
independent legal and tax advisers for advice (including tax advice) in connection with this Settlement
Agreement, (b) has not entered into this Settlement Agreement based upon the recommendation of any
other party or any attorney or advisor to any other party, and (c) is not entitled to rely upon any
communication or disclosure by any attorney or adviser to any other party to avoid any tax penalty that
may be imposed on the Acknowledging Party; and (3) no attorney or adviser to any other party has
imposed any limitation that protects the confidentiality of any such attorney’s or adviser’s tax strategies
(regardless of whether such limitation is legally binding) upon disclosure by the Acknowledging Party
of the tax treatment or tax structure of any transaction, including any transaction contemplated by this
Settlement Agreement.

12. DUTIES OF THE PARTIES

12.1. MUTUAL FULL COOPERATION

The Parties agree to cooperate fully with one another to accomplish and implement the terms
of this Settlement Agreement. Such cooperation shall include, but not be limited to, execution of such
other documents and the taking of such other actions as may reasonably be necessary to fulfill the terms
of this Settlement Agreement. The Parties shall use their best efforts, including all efforts contemplated
by this Settlement Agreement and any other efforts that may become necessary by court order or
otherwise, to effectuate this Settlement Agreement and the terms set forth herein. As soon as practicable
after execution of this Settlement Agreement, Class Counsel, with the cooperation of Defendant and
Defense Counsel, shall take all necessary and reasonable steps to secure the Court’s final approval of
this Settlement Agreement.
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12.2. DUTY TO SUPPORT AND DEFEND THE CLASS SETTLEMENT

The Parties agree to abide by all of the terms of this Settlement Agreement in good faith and to
support the Class Settlement fully and to use their best efforts to defend this Class Settlement from any
legal challenge, whether by appeal or collateral attack.

12.3. DUTIES PRIOR TO COURT APPROVAL

Class Counsel shall promptly submit this Settlement Agreement to the Court for preliminary
approval and determination by the Court as to its fairness, adequacy, and reasonableness. Promptly
upon execution of this Settlement Agreement, Class Counsel shall apply to the Court for the entry of a
preliminary order scheduling a hearing on the question of whether the proposed Class Settlement
should be approved as fair, reasonable, and adequate as to the Class Members, approving as to form
and content the proposed Class Notice and Share Form attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and Exhibit 2,
respectively, and directing the mailing of the Class Notice to Class Members. While Defendant can
reserve its right to object to facts or assertions made in the moving papers, Defense Counsel shall file
a notice of non-opposition to the granting of the motion for preliminary approval or join in the motion.
13. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

13.1. VOIDING THIS SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

Pending Court approval and other than as provided herein, if any of the conditions set forth in
this Settlement Agreement are not met and satisfied, this Settlement Agreement may, at the option of
either Plaintiffs or Defendant, be ineffective, void, and of no further force and effect, and may not be
used or be admissible in any subsequent proceeding, either in this Court or in any other court or forum.
If either Party decides to void the Settlement Agreement, then the Settlement Agreement and
conditional class certification shall be considered void, and neither the Settlement Agreement,
conditional class certification, nor any of the related negotiations or proceedings, shall be of any force
or effect, and the Parties shall stand in the same position, without prejudice, as if this Settlement
Agreement had been neither entered into nor filed with the Court. Should any Party choose to void the
Class Settlement under this subsection, such Party shall be responsible for all Settlement Administrator

fees and costs actually incurred.

32
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND RELEASE OF CLASS ACTION




Docusign Envelope ID: 88EB9ACS5-C815-4D29-B7BB-4538B275CADB

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

73

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

13.2. DIFFERENT FACTS

The Parties acknowledge that, except for matters expressly represented herein, the facts in
relation to the dispute and all claims released by the terms of this Settlement Agreement may turn out
to be different from the facts now known by each party and/or its counsel, or believed by such Party or
counsel to be true, and each Party therefore expressly assumes the risk of the existence of different or
presently unknown facts, and agrees that this Settlement Agreement shall be in all respects effective
and binding despite such difference.

13.3. NO PRIOR ASSIGNMENTS

The Parties represent, covenant, and warrant that they have not directly or indirectly assigned,
transferred, encumbered, or purported to assign, transfer, or encumber to any person or entity any
portion of any liability, claim, demand, action, cause of action, or right herein released and discharged
except as set forth herein.

13.4. NON-ADMISSION

Nothing in this Settlement Agreement shall be construed as or deemed to be an admission by
any Party of any liability, culpability, negligence, or wrongdoing toward any other Party, or any other
person, and the Parties specifically disclaim any liability, culpability, negligence, or wrongdoing
toward each other or any other person. Each of the Parties has entered into this Settlement Agreement
with the intention to avoid further disputes and litigation with the attendant inconvenience, expenses,
and contingencies. Nothing herein shall constitute any admission by Defendant of wrongdoing or
liability, or of the truth of any factual allegations in the Action. Nothing herein shall constitute any
admission by Defendant regarding the merits of the Claims in this Action, including but not limited to
claims for unpaid wages or violations under California or federal law. Nothing herein shall constitute
an admission by Defendant that the Action was properly brought as a class or representative action
other than for settlement purposes. To the contrary, Defendant has denied and continues to deny each
and every material factual allegation and all Claims. To this end, the Class Settlement of the Action,
the negotiation and execution of this Settlement Agreement, and all acts performed or documents
executed pursuant to or in furtherance of this Settlement Agreement or the Class Settlement are not,
shall not be deemed to be, and may not be used as, an admission or evidence of any wrongdoing or

33
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND RELEASE OF CLASS ACTION




Docusign Envelope ID: 88EB9ACS5-C815-4D29-B7BB-4538B275CADB

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

73

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

liability on the part of Defendant or of the truth of any of the factual allegations in the Complaint in the
Action; and are not, shall not be deemed to be, and may not be used as, an admission or evidence of
any fault or omission on the part of Defendant in any civil, criminal, or administrative proceeding in
any court, administrative agency, or other tribunal.

13.5. NON-EVIDENTIARY USE

Neither this Agreement nor any of its terms, nor any statements or conduct in the negotiation
or drafting of it, shall be offered or used as evidence by Plaintiffs, any Class Member (including any
individual who requested to be excluded from the Settlement Class), Defendant, or its, her, his, or their
respective counsel, in the Action, except as is reasonably necessary to effectuate the Settlement
Agreement’s purpose and terms. This Settlement Agreement may, however, be used by Defendant and
the Released Parties to prove or defend against any claim released herein by any Class Member in any
judicial, quasi-judicial, administrative, or governmental proceeding.

13.6. MEDIA OR PRESS

Plaintiffs and Defendant, and their respective counsel, recognize, accept, and agree that the
Parties to this Settlement Agreement desire that the terms of this Settlement Agreement, the fact of the
Class Settlement embodied in this Settlement Agreement, the disposition of the Action, the Action, and
all matters relating to the litigation of the Action, including discovery proceedings therein, and evidence
obtained during the course of the Action, shall not be discussed with or presented to the media or press.

13.7. NON-RETALIATION

Defendant understands and acknowledges that it has a legal obligation to not retaliate against
any Class Member who elects to participate in the Class Settlement or elects to Opt Out of the Class
Settlement. Defendant will refer any inquiries regarding this Class Settlement to the Settlement
Administrator or Class Counsel and will not discourage Class Members who are employees, directly
or indirectly, from making claims, opting out, or objecting to the Class Settlement. None of the Parties,
or their respective attorneys or agents, shall solicit or encourage any Class Members, directly or

indirectly, to Opt Out of the Class Settlement.
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13.8. CONSTRUCTION

The Parties agree that the terms and conditions of this Settlement Agreement are the result of
lengthy, intensive, arms-length, non-collusive negotiations between the Parties and that this Settlement
Agreement is not to be construed in favor of or against any party by reason of the extent to which any
party or its counsel participated in the drafting of this Settlement Agreement. If any of the dates in this
Settlement Agreement fall on a weekend, bank or court holiday, the time to act shall be extended to the
next business day.

13.9. GOVERNING LAW

This Settlement Agreement is intended to and shall be governed by the laws of the State of
California, without regard to conflict of law principles, in all respects, including execution,
interpretation, performance, and enforcement.

13.10. NOTICES

Except for Class Member notices required to be made by the Settlement Administrator, all
notices or other communications required or permitted under this Settlement Agreement shall be in
writing and shall be sufficiently given if delivered in person to the party or their counsel by U.S.
certified mail, postage prepaid, e-mail, facsimile, or overnight delivery addressed to the address of the
party appearing in this Settlement Agreement.

13.11. CAPTIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS

Section titles or captions contained herein are inserted as a matter of convenience and for
reference only and in no way define, limit, extend, or describe the scope of this Settlement Agreement
or any provision thereof.

13.12. MODIFICATION

This Settlement Agreement may not be changed, altered, or modified, except in writing signed
by the Parties or the Parties’ counsel on their behalf. If preliminary or final approval of this Settlement
Agreement has been granted by the Court, then any such amendments or modifications to this
Settlement Agreement shall be approved by the Court. This Settlement Agreement may not be

discharged except by performance in accordance with its terms or by a writing signed by the Parties.
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13.13. INTEGRATION CLAUSE

This Settlement Agreement contains the entire agreement between the Parties relating to the
Class Settlement of the Action and the transactions contemplated thereby, and all prior or
contemporaneous agreements, understandings, representations, and statements, whether oral or written,
and whether by a party or such party’s legal counsel, are hereby superseded. No rights under this
Settlement Agreement may be waived except in writing as provided above.

13.14. SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS

This Settlement Agreement shall be binding on and inure to the benefit of the Parties and Class
Members (excluding only persons who timely Opt Out) and their respective present and former heirs,
trustees, executors, administrators, representatives, officers, directors, shareholders, agents, employees,
insurers, attorneys, accountants, auditors, advisors, consultants, pension plans, welfare benefit plans,
fiduciaries, parent companies, subsidiaries, affiliates, related companies, joint ventures, predecessors,
successors, and assigns.

13.15. CORPORATE SIGNATORIES

Any person executing this Settlement Agreement or any such related document on behalf of a
corporate signatory or on behalf of a partnership hereby warrants and promises, for the benefit of all
Parties hereto, that such person has been duly authorized by such corporation or partnership to execute
this Settlement Agreement or any such related document.

13.16. EXECUTION IN COUNTERPARTS

This Settlement Agreement shall become effective upon its execution by all of the undersigned.
The Parties may execute this Settlement Agreement in counterparts, and execution of counterparts shall
have the same force and effect as if all Settling Parties had signed the same instrument.

13.17. ATTORNEY FEES, COSTS, AND EXPENSES

Except as otherwise specifically provided for herein, each party shall bear her or its own
attorney fees, costs, and expenses, taxable or otherwise, incurred by them in or arising out of the Action

and shall not seek reimbursement thereof from any other party to this Settlement Agreement.
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13.18. ACTION TO ENFORCE AGREEMENT
In any suit or court action to enforce the terms of this Agreement, the prevailing party shall be
entitled to recover her or its attorney fees and costs.

14. EXECUTION

The Parties and their counsel have executed this Settlement Agreement on the date below their
signatures or the signature of their representatives. The date of this Settlement Agreement shall be the
date of the latest signature.

APPROVAL AND EXECUTION BY PARTIES

CLASS REPRESENTATIVES:
Signed by:
Dated: 1/27/2026 Kos. Mcldutta
Rose McQuitta Wrona
Plaintiff and Class Representative
DocuSigned by:
Dated: 1/29/2026 James NW
James Magee
Plaintiff and Class Representative
DEFENDANT:
Dated:  2/18/2026 Sage Veterinary Centers, LP
Signed by:
Mart: Mowntson
AED85D49686643F
By: Mark Mouritsen

Title: Chief Legal Officer

APPROVED AS TO FORM BY COUNSEL

CLASS COUNSEL:

37
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND RELEASE OF CLASS ACTION




Docusign Envelope ID: 88EB9ACS5-C815-4D29-B7BB-4538B275CADB

Dated:  1/29/2026 Melmed Law Group P.C.

1 S ——

2 %\—/

3 Jonathan Melmed
Attorneys for Plaintiffs

DEFENDANT’S COUNSEL:
6 | Dated: 2/26/26 O’HAGAN MEYER LLP

7 S—

; 5D
Daniel H. Qualls

9 Attorneys for Defendant
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